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Shakespeare in Action is fortunate to call Tkaronto/Toronto’s Weston
Community our home. We acknowledge that this is land that has been
stewarded for millennia by the Annishnabeg, the Wendat, the Seneca, the
Petun, the Mississaugas of the Credit River First Nation, and other nations
both recorded and unrecorded. SIA’s studio and offices are located right
alongside the Humber River, Weston Road and the Kitchener Line. Pre-
colonization, The Humber River was known to the Anishnaabe as
“Cobechenonk" which means "leave the canoes and go back"] and was also
called “Niwa’ah Onega’gaih’ih” - “Little Thundering Water.” This waterway
ran parallel to the Carrying Place Trail and has been essential to human
activity on this land for thousands of years and continues to be to this day.
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A Message from the Artistic Director

Directors Note

What can the past teach us about the present? After spending some time online
this year and last exploring Shakespeare and personal stories with some of the
elders at York West Active Living Centre, I have become more acutely aware of
what we risk losing when a global pandemic (and lack of appropriate support)
renders our community’s elders the most vulnerable. We risk losing universes
of connections, wisdom, and stories: stories that can contextualize how we
move through any present crisis.  I am so grateful for the generosity, creativity,
and the open-hearted way these elders opened up, in SIA’s first foray into
working with folks over fifty-five. And I am so proud to invite you to
Shakespeare in Action’s first show of our 21/22 season. I’d like to share a
heartfelt thank you to all of the local frontline organizations, businesses, staff,
and volunteers who have helped our community weather this storm. Here’s to
gathering again, to sharing space, to listening, to grieving, and to re-emerging
together.  

- David Di Giovanni

Thank you so much for joining us for 3Tempests. Welcome to a world full of
imagination, magic, and connection. Not only are these some of the themes in
this play, but they’re also some of the most important constants in the theatre
world. After such a unique year and a half, where making personal connections
has been challenging, to say the least, it’s so exciting to be back in a theatre; a
space that is brought to life through people experiencing something together
and making connections with one another, as well as the actors, characters, and
the story.
Tonight, we invite you to join us on a magical ride through the past, the present,
and the imaginative world of Shakespeare’s The Tempest. We’ll explore the lives
of people living through challenging times   – including Hurricane Hazel, which
devastated the Weston community in 1954, and the pandemic we’re all living
through right now – finding love and support, while learning and growing.
 
I’m incredibly proud of what this artistic team, both onstage and off, has done
to bring this unique, personal, and exciting story to life. If there’s one thing I’ve
learned while working on this show, it’s that theatre truly has a power to bring
us together and spark hope inside of us.
I hope we can spark something for you tonight. Enjoy the show!

- Julia Nish-Lapidus



Playwrights Note
I opened my eyes and found myself awake. What happened in the time after I
closed my eyes and then returned to the world – or a version of it - is the stuff
of dreams. Not always coherent, sometimes barely above a whisper, at times, as
exhilarating and clear as the moment I hit the water after diving off the dock.
3TEMPESTS started in the time of COVID – a viral storm that has yet to abate.
My involvement was virtual in creating a workshop of King Lear with elders
from the York West Active Living Centre. We told each other stories based on
the Shakespeare we were reading. And it went well enough that we decided to
have another go – this time with the Tempest. More personal stories were
added, and Hurricane Hazel arrived in the mix – a tempest of another kind that
devastated the community back in 1954. During the workshop Shakespeare was
explored, art was created in drawing and music. At its conclusion, David di
Giovanni wondered if we might create a production of what we’d experienced
during the
workshop. 

And here we are… with our eyes open having arrived from so many different
places, following so many different dreams. This is our maiden voyage for the
play and I hope the experience you have visiting it will prove entertaining,
engaging, and thoughtful.

Thanks to the many beautiful talents who made this possible - they are all such
stuff as dreams are made on.

- Pete Smith 
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Madelaine Hodges (賀美倫) is a recent graduate of
RSP, where she played roles including Hamlet
(Peter Pasyk) and Eliza Doolittle (Pygmalion/James
Wallis). Other roles include Irina (Three Sisters,
Tarragon’s YPU) and Tybalt (Romeo and Juliet,
Panoply). Upcoming roles include Iris (Woking
Phoenix, Silk Bath Collective/Theatre Passe
Muraille) and Alexa (Killing Time, Mixtape
Projects). She is incredibly grateful to be on stage
again and to be working with SIA and this stellar
team.

Cast

Madelaine Hodges

Devian Steele

Deivan is an actor, director, writer, and musician
originally from K'jipuktuk/Halifax. His work has
brought him to theatre companies including
Neptune (Palany), Driftwood (Froxeaglousey), Bad
Hats (Princess Frownsalot), Outside the March
(programsound.fm), Unwrap Theatre
(rihannaboi95), Shakespeare BASH'd ('Tis Pity She's
a Whore), and Shakespeare by the Sea (Henry V,
Love's Labour's Lost, Wizard of Oz).



Is there life after retirement? I joined the York West
Active Living Centre to get involved in activities in
my community. At one of their Open Houses, I
thought that I’ll just fill out a membership form for
one of the displays. What is Shakespeare In Action
all about? I had studied Shakespeare years ago in
high school, but David D.G. encouraged me to just
give it a try. I was a bit apprehensive if I would like
the organization, or any commitment. I took part in
2 virtual presentations from the Centre and now,
here I am, very pleased and excited to be making
my debut with S.I.A. in a role with my name and a
true experience! Could you imagine that a car has a
mind of its own? It’s not the spirit of Sycorax, but
it’s some kind of “good spirit” that at times
somewhat coincides with the story.

Cast

Rhona 
McColman

Anna-Louise
Richardson

Anna-Louise Richardson is a graduate of the three
year acting course at the London Academy of Music
and Dramatic Arts. She has performed with various
theatres from the classics at The Stratford Festival
to George F. Walker’s play at the Factory Theatre
and has appeared in numerous film and television
shows. As an active resident of York South Weston
she participated in Shakespeare in Action’s Artists
Supporting Community Initiative, is on the advisory
committee for GreenScapeTO, volunteers at the
Community Place Hub (incredibly beautiful people),
a founder of Friends of Smythe Park and is on the
TRCA’s Rockliffe Riverine Flood Mitigation
Community Liaison Committee. Yes, we still have
terrible flooding issues! She hopes that the
devastating event of Hurricane Hazel will always be
remembered and the monument in Weston will be
restored in the near future.



Julia Nish-Lapidus is a director, actor, and
producer, as well as a Co-Founder and Co-
Artistic Director of Shakespeare BASH'd (Best
Site Specific Theatre Company, NOW Magazine,
2018 & 2019).  
Selected Directing Credits: Play On! (Co-
Director & Co-Curator, Stratford Festival);
Private Lives, All’s Well That Ends Well
(Assistant Director, Stratford Festival);
Cymbeline, Richard III, The Comedy of Errors
(Shakespeare BASH’d); Romeo and Juliet (&
Joni) (Untitled Productions); The Tom and
Gertie Letters Project (SpringWorks).

Creative Team

Julia Nish-Lapidus

Pete is an actor, director, writer/producer,
educator, and story editor. His work in theatre,
radio, television and film has taken him from
coast to coast to coast in Canada. He has been
an artistic director at the Blyth Festival on two
occasions and AD at Playwrights Workshop
Montreal, and an Associate AD at Canadian
Stage. He has worked at a variety of play
development centres across the country
participating in developing new work for the
stage, in both rural and urban communities.Pete Smith



Suchiththa is a Sri Lankan
actor/educator/writer/poet who has recently
been drawn to multi-sensory theatre. He was
most recently seen in Bend it Like Beckham in its
North American premiere and in a Summerworks
presentation of Deaf-integrated Theatre
techniques. Other credits include The Tempest
(Citadel Theatre), The Secret Garden (Theatre
Calgary) and Pocket Rocket (Lost and Found
Theatre). Since Covid19 hit, he's been involved in
a few Zoom readings, including a Choose-Your-
Own-Adventure fantasy musical, Off the Beaten
Path!. He has been greatly inspired by his time as
Dramaturg on this project. Follow him
@SuchiththaW on IG, Twitter and FB. He
promises to post once a year.

Creative Team

Suchiththa
Wickremesooriya

Tamara Freeman

Tamara Freeman is the Associate Managing
Producer at SIA, and is extremely excited to be
part of 3Tempests as the Equity Producer and PA
Voice (thanks Julia!). Freeman is also an actor and
voice over actor. Selected theatre credits: A
Midsummer Night’s Dream (SIA), A Christmas
Carol (Soup Can Theatre) and Twelfth Night (a
Company of Fools). Selected voice over credits:
Taylor & Extra Doll 2 (Mattel, Barbie Ride ’N Style
& Fashion Fun for Everyone).



Anastasiya is thrilled to be working with the
wonderful team at SIA. She is a York graduate and
is excited to be production managing a play for
the Weston community. 
Having spent the last little while honing her
Theatre Management skills she is glad to face the
new challenges of in person rehearsals and
performance. Anastasiya is looking forward to all
the beautiful works of art that are blossoming all
around us. Thank you for your support.

Creative Team

Anastasiya Popova

Christopher 
Brackett

Christopher is a stage manager for theatre, live
and virtual events. 
 
Select Theatre Credits: Cymbeline, A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, Othello, Richard III (Shakespeare
Bash’d); Mahabharata (WhyNot Theatre); The
Virgin Trial, Romeo & Juliet (Stratford Festival);
MATILDA the Musical (1st US National Tour,
Mirvish); Rufus Does Judy, Contemporary Color,
If I Loved You: Gentlemen Prefer Broadway
(Luminato). 
 
Other credits include work with Disney
Theatrical Group, Disney Cruise Line and TIFF. 
 
Always, love to mom and dad. For Grandpa



Creative Team

Margaret Hillyard

I‘ve had a love of music my whole life. I started
piano at age four, and this eventually led to a
Bachelor‘s and Masters of Music. I became
involved with Shakespeare in Action through
York West Active Living Center, and it has been a
lot of fun.

Lucy is honoured to design for 3TEMPESTS in her
third year working with SIA. She is a primarily a
costume designer for theatre and film, and a
costumer for TV. 

Select credits as costumer (2021): 11:11 (Theatre
Passe Muraille), Strays (CBC), Kids in the Hall
reboot (Amazon Prime), Zone (Apple TV). Select
credits as costume designer (2021): Streams teaser
(Fae Pictures), Cumpari (Can Creature
Productions), Gem & Shaz (Harold
Greenberg/Crave TV).Lucy Wong



Bex Tralli is stoked to be a part of the 3Tempests
team and is grateful to have collaborated with
such a talented group of people to bring the show
to life. She fell in love with theatre at a young age,
and while attending the Claude Watson Arts
program, gravitated towards backstage roles. Her
love of stage crew prompted her to pursue
technical production as a career, and she now
studies audio and stage lighting at Sheridan
College.

Creative Team

Bex Tralli

Lizzie is thrilled to be joining the Shakespeare In
Action team this summer as Volunteer
Coordinator & Front of House Manager! She is a
theatre artist based in Tkoronto with a deep love
for performing, directing, physical theatre &
community storytelling! She's also had the
pleasure of working with companies like Frog in
Hand, The Reflex Collective & Mainstage Theatre
Company. Lizzie received her BAH in Drama from
Queen’s University and has also trained at George
Brown College’s Acting Conservatory & The Banff
Centre.Lizzie Moffatt



I'm so honoured to be a part of and experience
the wonder that is 3Tempests. As a production
apprentice for the show, I get to learn and see the
show truly come together. I’ve always had such a
love for theatre and being in a team filled with
artists is just wonderful! I am also a part of the
TIFF Next Wave Committee where I get to explore
my other passion of film.

Creative Team

Saharla Ugas 



Special Thanks

Thank you to our Volunteers who were not listed
at the time of printing 

- Danna McBride, Suzanne
Teixeira and the elders at
the York West Active Living
Centre
- UrbanArts
- Spencer Phillips and
Toronto Artscape Inc
- Lory Diaz and the Cultural
Hotspot team
- Phil Jarrow
- The Canadian Fire Company

- Madeleine McDowell
- Anna-Louise
Richardson
- ShowLoveTO
- Service Canada's
Canada Summer Jobs
Program
- Councillor Nunziata;
- Sacha Smart
- Demetrius Botyuk
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Sofiya Navolska
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Micheal Weber
Christine Pizzo
Mihaela Savevska

Joanne acri
Hoaward Goldby
Sharlene henry
Kelly mcallister
hawa mire

jeffrey nguyen
ayushi patel
zorana sadiq
vivianne wilson

Board of Directors
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Fall 2021

Created and directed by Katie Cafe-Febrissy
Nona's malaika

November 2021
Grades 6-12
LIVE-STREAMED

Dramaturged by Andrew Joseph Richardson
Co-Directed by Beck Lloyd and Alexandra Montagnese

Nona's Malaika is a futuristic comedy where the very opinionated smartphone
and laptop of a 16-year old girl realize they are o longer the centre of attention of
their owner: Malaika, a young Black teenager struggling with her mental health.
This digital theatre play, which was workshopped last year at SIA, will be live-
streamed into classrooms in November 2021 followed by talkbacks about mental
health coping strategies for youth.

Themes: Social media, Mental health, Communication with parents

Shakespeare in Action
2021/2022 season

Romeo and juliet. and action.

April 2022
Grades 4-12
ARTSCAPE WESTON COMMON (34 JOHN STREET,
YORK, ON

SPRING 2022

ROMEO AND JULIET. AND ACTION. is an interactive in-person theatre
experience unlike any other: where students perform Shakespeare's most famous
play about love and family feuds alongside professional actors.

This play is the second instalment of our AND ACTION Series which saw us tour
MACBETH AND ACTION to schools across the GTA in 2018. Have your students
learn Shakespeare's play by performing it alongside actor-guides!

Themes: Love, Overcoming hatred and bigotry



Act NOW! (Ages 7-11)
Oct 19 - Dec 12
Come join us at the Artscape Weston Common as we rehearse our first ever kids
winter show - The Snow Queen! We will rehearse on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 4-5:30pm at the Artscape Weston Common followed by public performances
on the weekend of the 10th-12th of December at the Artscape Rockport
Performance Hall.

Shakespeare in Action
2021/2022 programs

Oct 23 - Dec 11
Young Storytellers (Ages 4-7)

Saturday mornings (9am-10am) with SIA have never been so fun! Eliza Martin
leads your young ones in a joyous exploration of storytelling, culminating in an
intimate performance for family members in our studio!

Spots for both these programs have been limited, so go to
https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/shakespeare-in-action-2923857731

or scan the QR code below to sign up today!

https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/shakespeare-in-action-2923857731


Until then, SIA hopes you have a lovely end to
your summer and thanks you for joining us at

3Tempests! 

AND MORE!

Alongside a season of shows, SIA will be workshopping new
work and running extra-curricular arts programming for all
ages: from three years old to one hundred and three.

We will announce some of our extra-curricular programs in
our September newsletter. 

For more information, or to volunteer please contact us
Phone: (416) 703-4881
Email: info@shakespeareinaction.org
www.shakespeareinaction.org



For more information
shakespeareinaction.org

info@shakespeareinaction.org
416-703-4881

Follow us! 

@Shakespeare.Action

@shakespeareinaction

@shakesinaction

@Shakespeare In Action


